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Search and What?
“What is the congregation of
Bethany Memorial Church doing
to find a new pastor?”
Since the departure of Rev.
Cherisna Jean-Marie in early May,
this has been a question asked by
individuals both inside and
outside the church. Yet not all of
us know and understand how the
process of finding a new pastor
works in a Disciples of Christ
church. So, when asked that
question, some of us can only
shrug and admit to not truly
understanding. It might be news
to hear that the process has
already begun, and that as
members of the congregation, we
should play the most the most
important role in the “search and
call” process. We should pray. We
should pray during this
transitional period and seek God’s
guidance and trust that God is at
work in the process.

Very soon after Pastor Jean-Marie
announced her resignation, Helen
Moren, BMC Board moderator,
contacted the Rev. Thaddaeus
Allan, our Regional Minister, who
is experienced in, and trained to
facilitate congregational search
committees.
Rev. Allen met with the BMC
Board and other members of the
Congregation on Monday, June
26, and went over the “search and
call” process. A search committee
will be selected by the BMC
Congregational Board, and as
outlined in the Constitution and
By-Laws, will consist of at least
seven members of the church.
Once appointed, the search
committee will canvas the
congregation to determine and
prioritize which skills are needed
in the next pastoral leader.
Historically, Bethany College and
Bethany Memorial Church have
collaborated to issue a joint

appointment, whereas the
individual called served as both
the Chaplain of the College and
the Pastor at the Church and
received remuneration from both.
However, this will not be the case
this time around. This means that
Bethany Memorial Church might
consider several options. A pastor
could be shared with another
church, or a part-time minister
could be hired. Alternatively, BMC
could hire a full-time minister in
which case the church would be
responsible for establishing a
salary and benefits package
sufficient to compete with other
churches searching. It is likely
that the latter would require a
revised policy of how the annual
Kirkpatrick monies are utilized, a
decision that can only be made by
the congregation.
While the new pastor will not be
under contract with the College, if
Bethany Memorial Church
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remains steadfast in its
commitment to serve the entire
Bethany Community, Rev. Allen is
firm in his belief that “the
religious life of Bethany College
students will be well cared for.”
At any given time, there is a pool
of ministers with active and
circulating papers seeking a first
or a new call. At the same time,
there are many churches actively
seeking a new pastoral leader.
With the aid of detailed profiles
provided by both the church and
the those seeking a call, the search
committee will enter an
“exploratory stage” in which
communication can take place
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With time, a “negotiating stage”
will be entered, with one-on-one
communication between the
Church and a candidate.
Patience is key. Search and Call is
too important of a process to be
rushed. Whether you are on the
search committee or not, you are
urged to “pray without ceasing.”
God has a mission in need of
Bethany Memorial Church, and
has equipped pastors to offer
leadership and gifts to our church.

JEREMIAH 3:15 (NRSV)

“I will give you shepherds after
my own heart, who will feed
you with knowledge and
understanding.”

The Ruler
by Herb Weaver

“Oh no,” Grandpa said. “I don’t
trust the accuracy of that newfangled tape measure,” as he
handed me his old, fold-out
wooden measuring device. I took
a deep breath and pretended that
I agreed with him. It was easier to
go along with his outdated
construction methods than to
argue the benefits of “new”
technology as seen in the metal,
self-retracting tape measure that
we used on the job. In actuality,
this “new-fangled” measuring
tool that Grandpa referred to was
first patented in 1864, so it was
hardly “new" but somehow, he
was unwilling to break through to
anything that represented
progressive ideas.

Over the years of my youth,
I seemed to be the “chosen”
one who was able to work
with Grandpa although
there were eight
grandchildren within a few
miles of his farm. At the
time, I didn’t appreciate it very
much but looking back I now
value it immensely. As he aged,
he seemed to rely more and more
on the proven ways of the past,
all at a time when I was seeking
insight and looking for ways in
which to engage with the future.
This peculiar mix of personalities
created the foundation for my life
journey… a vision to be respectful
of what has been tried and true
but accepting of new discovery as
well. William Wordsworth wrote,
“Life is divided into three terms -

that which was, which is, and
which will be.”
As a church community, we
might be best served to place
equal value on all three “terms,”
as defined by Wordsworth, while
navigating through another
search for a new pastor. Let us
retrieve what we liked about what
“was” … reflect on who we are
right now,… and capture
with accuracy the measure of our
needs to embrace the “will be.”
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The Passing of the Peace
by Sydma Hatzopoulos

I’m going to be blunt. I don’t like
the Passing of the Peace portion of
the typical worship service at
Bethany Memorial Church (or any
other church for that matter). I
seriously considered saying “I
detest the Passing of the Peace,”
but that seems a bit harsh, so I
will settle for not liking. I have
gone as far as deliberately arriving
to church late, momentarily
leaving the service to use “the
facilities” and feigning a coughing
attack to avoid participation. I am
the first to volunteer to sit in the
balcony and run the Power Point
presentation during worship
where I can simply flash the peace
sign if someone happens to glance
upward while the peace is being
passed.
I read of a novel in which a
character uses the passing of the
peace as an excuse to leave
worship and run across the street
to purchase a Sunday paper.
If only Chambers Store was a bit
closer and I was a bit younger.
Ironically, one of my most
cherished memories of BMC took
place during a passing of the
peace.
It was on a Sunday fifteen or so
years ago, during the passing of
the peace, when Sue DeVaul took
my extended hand in both of hers,
looked me in the eyes and said in
that sweet voice of hers “I am so
glad you moved to Bethany.”
That moment was an “aha
moment” for me. While I sat in
the pew with tears welling in my
eyes, I began rethinking my
attitude. I had not wanted to move
to Bethany, it had been my

husband’s idea, but since I had
not yet found my voice in my
relatively new marriage, I
acquiesced. (I did, however, insist
that if I agreed to move, he was
going to attend church with me).
Sue’s words, although not the
traditional passing of the peace
exchange, was the catalyst to a
new way of thinking about my life
in the town of Bethany.
There is a custom of opposing
Little League teams lining up after
a game and high-fiving, fistbumping, or shaking hands with
each player on the opposing team.
Such a tradition reinforces the
notion of good sportsmanship and
indicates the competition is over,
at least for the day, and win or
lose, each player starts anew, at
“peace” with the other team. This
tradition is performed after every
game, win or lose, and I imagine
many of us would be appalled if it
ceased to be.
I’ve been the kid who sits in the
dugout and refuses to participate.
The poor sport. I’m probably
lucky I haven’t been kicked off the
team.
The tradition of “passing the
peace” is rooted in scripture that
embodies our role as
peacemakers. In Matthew 5:12
Christ tells us “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.” Repetition
is the key to mastery. Repeat it,
believe it. Every week.
A joyful heart is good medicine,
but a crushed spirit dries up the
bones.” (Prov. 17:22). Someone
needs an attitude change. That
would be me.

Participating in the passing of the peace:
Jeanne Cobb, Karen McFadden, David George,
Alishah Hardway and Gary Larson (top photo)
and Jeanne Cobb and Vicki NeCastro.

The 2019 Disciples Women’s Fall
Retreat will take place September 6-8
at Cedar Lakes in Ripley, WV. The
featured speaker is Renae Brame. Ms.
Brame has extensive experience in
Christian ministry and correctional
centers for women. She is also a
songwriter and performer.
If you are interested in attending,
follow the link below or call the church
office.
http://www.christianchurchinwv.org/discipl
es-women-in-wv.html.
(The 2019 Disciples Women’s service
project information is in this newsletter).
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Chi Rho Mission Trip to Bethany
If you take a drive by (or better
yet, stop and visit) the
Campbell Mansion, you might
notice freshly painted fencing
and weed free, spruced up
flower and planted areas.
These improvements are a
result of a group of middle
school students and their
sponsors who travelled to
Bethany from Lawrenceburg,
Kentucky.
Some of you might remember
the Reverend Mike McColl, a
Bethany College graduate and
now a pastor at the First
Christian Church in
Lawrenceburg. Rev. McColl
and his group arrived in
Bethany on the afternoon of
June 24 and stayed through the

morning of the 27th. Besides
their mission work at the
Campbell Mansion, the group
was able to worship at the Old
Meeting House, tour the
Disciples Historical Archives,
and enjoy the use of the
Bethany College Recreation
Center.
Hospitality Chair, Charlotte
Chambers, arranged for snacks
baked goods, and ice cream to
be available to our visitors each
day. A special thank you to
Charlotte, Jan Forsty, Penny
Tittle, Jeanne Cobb, and
Sydma Hatzopoulos for
contributing snacks,

.

Hospitality chair, Charlotte Chambers,
arranged for welcome snacks and baked
goods each night of their stay. A special
thank you to Charlotte, Jan Forsty, Penny
and make use of the Bethany College Rec
Tittle, Jeanne Cobb, and Sydma
Center.
Hatzopoulos, for the steady stream of
Hospitality chair, Charlotte Chambers,
cookies, ice cream, chips, chex mix, and
arranged
for welcome
and
brownies
the group
“When the day of Pentecost
had come,
theysnacks
were
allbaked
together in one
place.”
Actsenjoyed.
2:1
goods each night of their stay. A special
you to Memorial
Charlotte, JanChurch
Forsty, Penny
On Sunday, June 9, the congregations ofthank
Bethany
and Beech Bottom Community Christian
Tittle,
Jeanne
Cobb,
and
Sydma
Church gathered at the Old Meeting House to celebrate Pentecost Sunday. As has been the custom for years, the
Hatzopoulos, for the steady stream of
community choir consisting of volunteers
from both congregations sang led by Carrie Cronin of the Beech
cookies, ice cream, chips, chex mix, and
Bottom church. Vonnie Larson served asbrownies
Elder and
the enjoyed.
Rev. Dan Harry delivered both the children’s sermon and
the group

Pentecost 2019

the regular sermon. A potluck followed at Bethany Park.
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Summer at Bethany Memorial Church

Connie McVicar and Alishah
Hardway at the communion table.
Alishah has served the
congregation of BMC several times
this summer in the pulpit.

The table is central to the worship
service, and communion has been
by intinction. Here, after giving
the message, Jan Forsty and Elder
Connie McVicar serve BMC friends
and family.

BMC joined the Beech Bottom
Community Christian Church for
“Worship in the Park” on Sunday,
June 30. A potluck weenie roast
followed the service which also
included baptisms in Buffalo creek.
Rev. Dan Harry presided.

Father’s Day was celebrated at
BMC on Sunday, June 16 with
“We’ve got your back at BMC”
back scratchers for all dads in the
congregation! Here Gerard
NeCastro is shown with his.
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Let’s Make this a
true community
event! Invite
your friends
and neighbors!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Charlotte Chambers
(304-829-4578) or the Church
(304-829-7138) with questions
or offers of assistance!

Cpontact

Dear Alex: I occasionally
avoid attending worship
because my wardrobe is
limited. Could you give me
some advice on what one
should wear? Signed:
Wardrobe Challenged

Ask Alex

Dear WC: Our meetings of all
sorts are greatly defective in many
respects, and in none more visibly
than in the dress and manners of
the professed worshipers. The
present costumes and general
displays are in extremely bad
taste. To see worshippers appear
in church as at a marriage feast, a
presidential levee, a theatre, a

dance – either in dress, manners,
or general demeanor – strikes all
persons of reflection as snow in
summer or a plaudit in the midst
of prayer.
Slovenly neglect and rustic
coarseness, though also
incongruous with good Christian
taste, are nevertheless more
tolerable in Christian assemblies,
than the gaiety and style now in
vogue amongst the American
communities.--Alex
Excerpts from Worshipping Assembles – No
1/The Appearance of Things’ Vol. 3 The
Millennial Harbinger
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Prayer List
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. - Philippians 4:6

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stuart, brother of Karen McFadden
John Cole
Joanne Sykes
Ellen Sanford
Nancy Sandercox
Barbara Chambers
Mary Jane Jackson
Ruth Tye
Judy Pyle
Holly, Franks, and Sharley Hillgardner
Elizabeth DeJong
Beverly Donini, daughter Bridget Burns,
and son, Sam Donini

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Donna Norman (Becky Ayers’ sister)
Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle)
Della and Ed Rodgers (Parents of Vicki
NeCastro
Dottie Smith
Robert Andrews
Linda Owens Walters
Paul Gardner
Kerry Kerr
Dara Cobb Lewis and family
Chib Gratz (friend of Kim Lawless)
Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s dad) and
Dottie Hanners

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained in the way of righteousness.
-Proverbs 16:31

July 2 – Gary and Vaughnda Larson (A)
July 3 – Lloyd “Peanut” Van Horn (B)
July 7 – James “Jim” Forrester (B)
July 7 – Dusty Hixenbaugh (B)
July 8 – Bob and Charlotte Chambers (A)

July 13 – Michael Thayer (B)
July 17 – Jeanne Thayer (B)
July 27 – Dave Charvat and Sarah Webb (A)
July 31 – Linda Graham

Congratulations to:
•
•

Rick and Sarah West on the birth of Alexander Joseph on May 19, 2019. Alexander
Joseph weighed in at 9.8 lbs and 21 inches long.
Lee Weppler, who has been named Principal of Brooke High School.
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Outreach at BMC
The 2019 West Virginia Women’s
Service Project is Recovery Point,
Charleston WV. Recovery Point
Charleston is a non-profit providing
residential treatment for women with
substance use disorders. They are seeking
donations of the following items:
Tampons/Pads

Highlighters

Soap

Reading Glasses

Toothpaste

Towels/Washloths

Deodorant

Shampoo

Notebooks

Pens/Pencils

Blankets,Sheets,Quilts (for twin beds)
BMC will accept donations through
September 1, 2019. Any donations can be
brought to the church. Cash is welcome.

The
Little
Harbinger
PO Box 149
Bethany, WV 26032

The Outreach Department at BMC
recently made a monetary donation to the
Foothills Christian Church in Glendale,
Arizona to assist in their “asylum
welcome and relief” mission. Many of you
might remember Bekah Krevens (then
Cyphert) as a student at Bethany College
as well as her involvement with Bethany
Memorial Church. Foothills is currently
raising funds to convert bathrooms to
showers at the shelter they sponsor.
If you would like to make a donation to
the Foothills Christian Church, you can
do so at their web page
Www.foothillsdisciples.com/giving or
mail to Foothills Christian Church, 3951
W Happy Valley Rd Glendale, AZ 85310.
In either case, please designate as being
for asylum relief.

