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 REV DRS SHARON WATKINS AND RICK LOWERY   

spaces as one of our founders and 
My path here has crossed with 
long-time friends and with new 
friends. I have grown spiritually 
here.  
 
Now a new beginning awaits both 
me and Bethany Memorial Church. 
Mine is retirement with Rick in 
Indianapolis, where grandson, 
children, siblings and father all 
live. For Bethany Memorial 
Church, there will be the call to a 
new minister, and all the 
excitement that brings. Soon a new 
year begins at the college with new 
students to meet and returning 
students to welcome. 
 
The new season for BMC will 
include reconnection with the 
surrounding community following 
the worst of the pandemic. More 
active evangelism will be required 
to engage people who may not   

 
know that a church like BMC exists 
at all. Learning how to create 
community across distance and 
across cyberspace will be part of 
Bethany’s new season. (The last 
new members have included one 
who is local, others from 
Moundsville, New Cumberland 
and Florida!) 
 
In every season, past and present, 
God has provided for BMC – both 
people and other resources. I 
believe God will continue to do so, 
and that everyone now involved is 
part of God’s plan for the 
immediate future of this beloved 
church. Your efforts, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, will ensure that here at 
BMC many yet to come will be able 
to “rejoice in God’s love and grace 
and our belief in Jesus Christ.” 
 
In Christ’s love,  Sharon  

The Pastor’s Pen   
by Rev. Dr. Sharon E. Watkins 

 

“Here in Bethany, where paths cross and journeys begin, we rejoice in God’s love and grace 

and our belief in Jesus Christ.”          ( BMC Vision Statement) 
   

August 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
I have certainly felt the truth of that 
description of Bethany, West 
Virginia. Most obviously, the college 
provides the location for the 
beginning of journeys and the 
crossing of paths. The Bethany 
College years are life-changing for so 
many. Former students return again 
and again to renew their 
relationships, their memories, and 
their best intentions from early 
adulthood. 
 
Bethany Memorial Church, too, is a 
place of new beginnings – through 
baptism into Christ, or through life 
in this community of faith for a 
season. My season at BMC has not 
been long, but I have been 
profoundly affected by it. My 40-year 
ministry has been anchored in our 
denominational ministries and 
processes (including our passionate 
ecumenical commitment.)  Bethany 
has allowed me to walk in the same 
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Weirton FCC.  Forsty expressed Bethany College’s 
appreciation for Rev. Watkins’ pastoral work, and 
senior Noah Gill spoke of the college students’ 
gratitude.  A letter from Sarah Webb on behalf of a 
local Ministers’ Pericope Group was read.  Tributes 
concluded with Trustee John Cole announcing that 
the stained-glass window in the Communion Room 
will be named in honor of Sharon E Watkins.   

Following the service of Communion and 
Benediction by Rev. Allen, all headed downstairs for 
food and fellowship.  (Prediction of inclement 
weather changed the venue from Bethany Park.)  
The highlight of the dessert table was chalice 
cookies provided by Weirton Church.   

    Following the meal, a sing-a-long led by 
Vicki, Brenda, and Laura was enjoyed by all.  Songs 
were interspersed with the presentation of various 
fun/retirement gifts for Rick and Sharon by BMC 
and WFCC.  Lots of smiles and laughter filled the 
Fellowship Hall, many hugs were shared, and 
several tears shed, but all in all, a fine time was 
enjoyed by everyone. 

May a day of happy memories go with 
Sharon and Rick as they return home to family in 
Indianapolis.  Godspeed!   

 

July 17 was a bittersweet day in the life of 
Bethany Memorial Church as we said farewell to our 
beloved Pastor Sharon Watkins.  Yet, the day was 
filled with happiness, love, respect, and good 
wishes.  Nineteen members of First Christian 
Church in Weirton, WV (where Sharon served as 
interim before taking the Bethany Pastorate) joined 
nearly forty members and friends from BMC as well 
as representatives from Beech Bottom Community 
Church for worship.  Graced with flowers from the 
gardens of Karen McFadden, John Cole, and Vonnie 
Larson, the sanctuary was replete with music by 
Vicki NeCastro, Brenda Hart, and Laura Cramblet.   

Based on the story of Jesus visiting the home 
of Mary and Martha from the book of Luke, Pastor 
Watkin’s sermon entitled “Whose Home?” 
accentuated the significance of women in the 
Church and uncannily paralleled our feelings for her 
role in our lives.   

Moderator Jan Forsty introduced individuals 
who brought messages of love and good wishes from 
various facets of the community.  Speaking for the 
Region, Rev. Thaddaeus Allen emphasized many 
highlights of Sharon’s career and service in the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Connie 
McVicar spoke for BMC, while Moderator Karen 
Blanc expressed the love and gratitude of  

A Day of 
Farewell 
and Good 
Wishes 

 

By Charlotte Chambers 
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The Service: Clockwise: 
Congregational 
representative Connie 
McVicar; Rev. Sharon 
Watkins; Regional Minister 
Thaddaeus Allen; BMC 
Member Laura Cramblet on 
the hammered dulcimer; 
Bethany College senior and 
BMC Associate Member Noah 
Gill; First Christian Church 
moderator Karen Blanc; BMC 
Trustee John Cole. 

The Food and Fellowship: 
Left to Right:  BMC members 
Abby Ayers and Jeanne 
Cobb; Musicians and BMC 
members Vicki NeCastro, 
Brenda Hart, and Laura 
Cramblet; Rev. Sharon 
Watkins and DOC Historical 
Society President Rev. Rick 
Lowery; Laura Hardt and 
Jack Hoffman; Noah Gill and 
family; BMC Members 
Charlotte Chambers, Karen 
McFadden, and Rev. 
Watkins; Rev. Watkins; rev. 
Watkins and BMC members 
Judy and “Peanut” VanHorn; 
First Christian Church of 
Weirton representatives; 
BMC Members Kerry Shaulis 
and Kathleen Godina. 
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Many years ago when I was in 
Communicants’ Class, prior to joining the 
Presbyterian church in Lafayette, Indiana, I 
learned the definition of grace—the 
goodness that God bestows on us, all the 
good things that happen to us that we don’t 
deserve. Several times since then I have 
seen grace embodied by God’s angels on 
earth. Surely Sharon has been grace 
personified throughout her life, and 
especially as we have known her in Bethany. 
She entered into the community with calm 
assurance, seemingly immune to all the past 
grievances we hold on to, which helped us 
release those burdens a bit. She has the 
uncanny ability to speak with the words of 
the prophet and in the voice of the poet to 
all of us, with our wildly different and 
strongly held views, removing the barriers 
that separate us and helping us to find again 
that which at our core we share. Sharon 
knows well the one whom she serves and 
has helped each one of us know that one 
more deeply, in a faith that transcends what 
we have previously known. With a grateful 
heart, I wish you, Sharon, peace, rest, good 
health, lots of time for family, a slower 
pace, more bike rides, and yoga in the 
mornings. And, I’ll be looking forward to 
reading your next book.                   

                                              Debra Hull 

 
[CITE YOUR SO URCE HER E.]  

Thank you, Sharon, for teaching me what our 
church is really all about. Penny and I came and sat 
(in the same spot all the time) in BMC and listened 
to the words of the hymns and the sermon. 
Everything was very nice and we enjoyed it. When 
you came to our little church, the words we heard 
changed. They changed my heart and vibrated in 
my soul. You spoke to us in a way that touched us 
deeply. It changed my life in our church. No longer 
did I just sit and listen, your words caused me to 
act in the name of Christ. To become involved in 
numerous areas that our church is involved in. To 
help make things happen. A simple thank you is not 
enough, but I think you understand how much we 
appreciate you. 

                                                                       
Jan Forsty 

  
Thank you, Sharon. I will really miss you. 

                                                                                         
Penny Tittle 

Thank you for being a part of our church, our 
community, and our lives. You have given us 
your all, sharing with us your faith in God and 
to us your love and friendship. God has surely 
blessed us! I will always cherish the time you 
have spent here: your leadership, guidance and 
passion for our church; your love and 
compassion for the people in our little 
community, as well as the bigger community: 
God's people.  There is a phrase I've heard you 
say more than once, which I will never forget: 
"Church is about relationship" and you have 
demonstrated that well.  As you journey back 
home, always remember, you will forever be in 
our hearts. 

 

"May God Bless you and keep you, may God's 
face shine upon you and give you peace, now 
and forever more!"   

                                               Connie McVicar 

 

Sharon and Rick:   

It was such a joy when you became part of our 

community, and Sharon, you were truly an 

answer to prayer for BMC!  You came to us, 

loved and cared for us, and led us through some 

very difficult times. May God bless and keep 

you always.  

Charlotte Chambers 

 

TRIBUTES TO SHARON 
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Dear Sharon and Rick, 
 I am fairly certain that most of those who are 

reading this know each of you. Therefore, I will 
refrain from taking much more than my share 

of the space to try and express all that is in my 
heart and soul having the honor of knowing and 

loving you. 
So…I will simply say that I must love you enough 

to let you go. To let you go to enjoy every 
moment as you begin the next step in your 

journey. 
Thank you, Sharon and Rick, for being you! For 
sharing gardening and forgetting communion 

cups and oh, so much more. May God bless you 
and keep you and May God’s face shine upon 

you each and every day! 
 

Blessings,  
Karen McFadden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon and Rick, 

It has been a pleasure knowing the both of you. Sharon, I’ve enjoyed working with you as Moderator 
and now as Elder Chair.  Wishing you much happiness and good health. Blessings to the both of you. 

              Helen Moren 

Sharon and Rick have brought a breath of fresh 
air into the church and the Bethany community 

for which I am very grateful. 

 
I am very sorry to see them leave, but I’m very 

thankful they were here. 

 
Nothing but the best of luck in your retirement. 

 

Warm regards, 
Floyd McFadden 

 

“Rick and Sharon are role models as 
both spiritual and practical church 
leaders. Sharon’s compassion for others 
is palpable and genuine, she gave me 
hope and encouragement when dealing 
with a major surgery. Rick accepted an 
invitation from me to meet and speak 
with Brooke County business and civic 
leaders about the Disciples of Christ’s 
Historical Society when that 
organization moved to just outside the 
Town of Bethany. They both leave big 
shoes to fill and their positivity will be 
missed. Thanks to both and 
Godspeed!”   
 
Pat Sutherland, BMC Trustee 

 
[CITE YOUR SO URCE HER E.]  

“What an absolute joy to have you both in town 
for informal (but deep) conversations, work 
with the students, prayers for my family’s deep 
needs, and anti-racist, gospel-centered church 
work. You have both helped form me as I live 
out my vocation in Bethany. Thank you for 
everything. You will always be in my prayers.” 

Love, 

Holly Hilgardner 

 

“How do you thank someone who has taken you from crayons to perfume?” While you, Sharon, are no 
Sidney Poitier, and I am no Lulu, I think this describes so very well the spiritual growth and faith 
formation I have experienced while under your tutelage.  I will forever be grateful. I wish you and Rick 
all the best and many days of joy with Caton and family! 

                                        Sydma 

P.S. Thank you also for tolerating my eyerolling and desk head banging 😊 
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Clergy Ethics 

One of the hardest things about being a minister is leaving a place we have loved. The relationship between 

pastor and congregation is privileged and special. We walk together through the highs and lows of life and get 

to feel very close. When a pastor leaves, it changes the relationship – not the friendship, not the mutual 

appreciation, but the pastoral bond is necessarily disconnected. 

What does this mean? It means that, though I hope we will stay in touch, I can’t advise or express opinions on 

what’s happening at BMC going forward. I can’t officiate at funerals and weddings. You will have a new 

minister who will walk with you and love you and serve you in these ways.  

The actual language in the ministerial code of ethics is as follows: 

“I commit to… Encouraging the ministry of my successor, without interfering or intruding, and by making it 

clear to former parishioners that I am no longer their pastor, nor will I perform any pastoral services unless 

requested by the congregation’s current pastor and elders.” 

In the space between ministers, Connie (church office) and Jan (church moderator) can help connect you with 

pastoral care. Helen (chair of the elders) and the other elders are also ready to offer support.  

All along the way, you will be in my prayers.       Sharon 

 

“Searching for a way we could 
recognize the Rev. Sharon Watkins’ 
devoted service to us during these 
difficult pandemic years, the Board 
seized the idea of dedicating…the 
window in the Communion room 
which will be named the Sharon E. 
Watkins window. Though you will 
be leaving, Sharon, we will have 
many memories to cherish and 
physical evidence of the power of 
your presence in our lives and a 
testimony to future generations.” 

                       John Cole, Trustee 

To the left, the Communion room 
window. Above, an artist’s rendition of 
what the window will look like when Rev. 
Watkin’s name is added. 

Thank You! 

It’s no wonder I’ve loved being your pastor! Look at the party you organized. Charlotte Chambers and 

your committee – you outdid yourselves. Thank you.  

Thank you for the words of appreciation – what good memories we share! Thank you for the dinner, 

the gifts, and thank you for the window!! Having my name visible in this place is a rare honor, and I 

am grateful. 

God bless you, Bethany Memorial Church. And once again – thank you! 

Sharon Watkins – July 2022 
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Work on the Old Meeting House is 
progressing as interior walls are restored 
and painted as the picture above shows.  
Eight of the 12 x 12 windows have been 

removed, restored by calking and 
painting, and reinserted.  The remaining 
four are currently being restored.  Once 

all windows are finished, interior trim will 
be painted which will complete the 

interior restoration.  Contractor Haizlett 
will then begin work on exterior brick 

repair. 

 

 

• The men, women, and children of Ukraine. 

• Becky Ayers and Family 

• Butch Brown 

• Kelly (friend of Brenda Hart) 

• Evelyn Morris (cousin of Connie McVicar) 

• Robert Paysen 

• Gary and Vonnie Larson 

• Kerry Shaulis 

• Bill Singer (Attorney for Disciples Church 
Extension) 

• Holly Hilgardner 

• Bill Kiefer 

• John Cole 

• Raven Weaver 

• Lynn, brother of Shirley Kemp 

• Tom and Karen (friends of David George) 

• Tommy VanMeter and the VanMeter Family 

• Dean Hunsberger (brother of Anita Weaver) 

•  

 

• JoAnne, friend of Shirley Kemp 

• Eldon Beery (Deb Hull’s father) 

• Jim McMillan 

• Bird Taylor Guio 

• Mary Wilson (former mother-in-law Holly) 

• Perry “Jeff” Jones, Jr. 

• Sandy Stevenson (sister of Kim Stevenson) 

• Sharley Hillgardner 

• Cathy Chambers 

• Larissa and Hannah Holland (friends of Vicki 
NeCastro)  

• Debbie Guillony Geisler (sister-in-law of Jim 
McMillan) 

• Madeline Wilson 

• Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

• David Gnatek (brother-in-law of Holly 
Hillgardner) 

 

Prayer List 

Therefore…pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. – James 5:16                                                                           

Christian love and sympathy extended to Jean Tye Sarg and family, on the 
passing of Jean’s husband, Col. Dr. Ronald Sarg who passed away July 22, 2022. 
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