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I begin my “Pastor’s Pen” this 
month with an extended quote 
from the Rev. Dr. Timothy James, 
associate general minister and 
administrative secretary of the 
National Convocation. Dr. James 
was a long-time pastor in 
Cleveland before moving to 
Indianapolis. His wife is from 
Steubenville. Dr. James says:  
 
 “This world filled with sickness 
and sin, heartbreak and sorrow, 
fear and anxiety, and jealousy and 
hatred; God loved enough to send 
His only begotten Son. This love 
was so amazing it proved that God 
was all in to go all out, holding 
nothing back, not even His own 
Son to save the world through 
Him.  God loves everybody, the 
sinner, the racist, the rich, the 
poor, oppressor, the oppressed, 
the weak, the strong and people 
like you and me. This love is so 
undeserving.  The love with which 
God loves this world is the love 
given to us to love one another. 

God gives us the Holy Spirit, 
imparting to us love, to live the life 
of love. This we cannot do without 
God.  ‘By this we know that we 
abide in Him and He in us, 
because He has given us of His 
Spirit.’ 1 John 4: 13.” 
 
I appreciated so much these 
words, reminding me of the fierce 
love of God for this world and all 
its people; reminding me that God 
empowers each one of us to love 
each other with equal fierceness. I 
needed this reminder. 
 
There is so much bad news today: 
Covid-19 deaths way over 100,000 
in the U.S. alone; the murder of a 
helpless, restrained man right 
before our very eyes; peaceful 
protests turned destructive; 
continued job loss; neighbor 
turned against neighbor and 
families divided. In times of 
stress, our response can be to turn 
against each other, to seek to 
assign blame, to determine who  

 

The Pastor’s Pen 
by Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins 

“deserves” help and who does not 
– who are the good guys and who 
are the bad guys.  
 
As I have started to feel 
overwhelmed, Dr. James’ words 
help me rediscover my center in 
God’s love and open my eyes to 
the possibilities of now. A better 
response, fueled by God’s love is 
to seek to make life better for all 
God’s children – to find the lost, 
physically and spiritually, and 
offer them shelter, as Jesus did 
with the one lost sheep. To realize 
that we, in our blaming, angry, 
selves may actually be the lost 
one Jesus is seeking to embrace 
with the power of love.  
 
Let us re-discover our true selves 
in God’s love. In this Pentecost 
season, let us remember that God 
has breathed into us the power of 
God’s love to share with all, with 
the same fierce disregard for 
station in life, for language or                    
  (cont. on next page) 
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Time to Regather? 
After hearing the report of a “Regathering 
Task Force,” reviewing the results of a 
recent survey on how the congregation 
feels about reopening the Church 
building, and prayer and discernment,  
the Congregational Board of BMC voted 
on June 8, 2020 to reconvene in-house 
worship services on July 5, 2020. 

At that point, a number of precautions 
will be put into effect. Worshipers will be 
asked to wear masks and touch free hand 
sanitizers will be available for use. Social 
distancing will be practiced and singing 
discouraged. 

While we are not ready to begin passing 
the peace or hugging our church family 
and friends, many are ready to gather and 
worship God collectively.  The survey 
indicated that some are not ready to 
return, and for them, and others who no 
longer live in the area, services will 
continue to be livestreamed on Facebook 
Live.  

The safety and well-being of our church 
family and community is the number one 
concern of leaders at Bethany Memorial 
Church.  Before in-house services are 
resumed, you will receive the official 
guidelines of this first phase of 
regathering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

reminds us of ways to show God’s 
love in this time of renewed 
awareness of our nation’s racial 
brokenness. We can reaffirm our 
intention to be an anti-racist 
church. We can read to educate 
ourselves on how racism is baked 
into our lives in ways we do not 
even know. We can sign up to 
participate in the Mass Poor 
People’s Assembly and Moral 
March on Washington: A Digital 
Justice Gathering on June 20, 
2020, remembering that before, 
during and after Covid, 700 

people a day, black and white, die 
from the effects of poverty alone. 
This does not have to be!  
  
Even with so much bad news, I am 
always heartened by the good will 
of this community. In the spirit of 
Pentecost, may we continue to be 
filled with the power of God’s love. 
May we channel that life-giving 
love for all people and nations. 
“Beloved, let us love one another, 
because love is from God.” 
 

(cont. from previous page) 

race or clan, for “deserving” or not 
deserving. As often as we 
ourselves fall short, who is to say 
who is “deserving.” We only know, 
as our regional minister reminds 
us in this newsletter, that as part 
of the Body of Christ, we are 
loved, and there are so many ways 
to show our love for all God’s 
children, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.  

Also in this newsletter, our 
General Minister and President 
and Reconciliation Minister  
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An Important Message from General Minister and         
Minister of Reconciliation 
by  

 

 

  

Dear beloved Disciples,  
 
We are hurting.  
 
We are haunted and outraged by the anguished cries of George Floyd, the gasp of “I can’t breathe” as a police 
officer knelt on his neck until the breath was completely taken from him. Floyd’s murder, like that of Breonna 
Taylor and Ahmaud Aubery in recent weeks, is just the latest in a long history of violence against Black and 
Brown people in our country. The protests that are happening in big cities and small towns across the nation 
are an outpouring of grief and anger born of centuries of pain and injustice.  
 
As members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), we condemn this injustice. We weep not only for 
George Floyd, but for the entire system of oppression that has kept us from seeing each other as beloved 
children of God.  
 
Racism and the denial of human dignity is counter to the call of Jesus Christ. Racism is a sin that breaks the 
heart of God.  
 
Disciples, we call ourselves a Pro-Reconciling, Anti-Racist church. We have named it as a mission priority, and 
we have worked hard – though often imperfectly – to live that out in every expression of our ministry. In this 
moment, when protests rage and our hearts are broken again and again, we need to be the church we say we 
are.  
 
We know that this moment calls for more than statements and prayers. In this moment, God is calling us to 
act.  
 
We invite you to accept this call to action in one or more of these ways:  

1. Add your name to this statement affirming your commitment to Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-Racism as 
a mission priority of our church. (form online)  

2. Educate yourself about the history of systemic racism in this country and the ways racial injustice 
impacts every bit of our life together, from education and health care to jails and courtrooms and 
financial institutions. There are many good resources for learning; we’ve consolidated some of 
them here and will keep this page updated regularly.  

3. Sign up to participate in the Mass Poor People’s Assembly and Moral March on Washington: A Digital 
Justice Gathering on June 20, 2020. This event is part of an effort that seeks to address the interlocking 
injustices of systemic racism and poverty, and Disciples have been key leaders in this movement.  

4. Join in town hall discussions hosted by Disciples leaders about how the church can do more to help 
dismantle systems of racism. These virtual gatherings will be held later this summer; be sure to sign 
up for Disciples News Service email updates for more information.  

5. Get to work in your own community or church. Each context is different, so work where you are and with 
what you have. We want to hear from you about what you’re doing. Send a photo, video, or short 
paragraph describing what you’re doing to news@disciples.org, or tag us on social media (Facebook 
and Instagram: @christianchurchdoc; Twitter: @DisciplesNews) with #ccdoc. We’ll share those 
stories here so we can support and inspire one another in this hard, holy calling.  

 
Something is happening right now, Church, and the Spirit of God is moving in it. May we be bold enough to 
join the work.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President  
Rev. April Johnson, Minister of Reconciliation 
 

https://disciples.org/congregations/we-need-to-be-the-church-we-say-we-are/
https://disciples.org/resources/justice/acts-of-reconciliation/
https://disciples.org/resources/justice/acts-of-reconciliation/
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/rsvp-for-june-20-2020-mass-poor-peoples-assembly-moral-march-on-washington?source=disciples
https://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
https://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
https://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
mailto:news@disciples.org
https://disciples.org/general/disciples-have-a-presence-in-public-forums/
https://disciples.org/general/disciples-have-a-presence-in-public-forums/
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Candle Lighting 
In cooperation with the Town of Bethany, BMC 
participated in a Day of Lament and Mourning for 
those who have died from Covid-19. 

 

Anti-Racism Demonstration 
Organized by individuals in the Town of Bethany, 
protesters ended up on the front steps of the 
church, Show above is BMC Elder, Holly 
Hillgardner and Rev. Sharon Watkins. 

 

Shown below, Kimberly Lawless, Bethany 
community resident. 

The church has been busy serving 
the community is the ways we 
safely can during the past three 
months, thanks to the 
participation of many church and 
village members. Many thanks to 
our seamstresses—Karen 
McFadden, Felicity Ruggiero, 
Vonnie Larson, and Debra Hull—
who made hundreds of masks for 
medical and human service 
workers and for residents of the 
town and their families. Our 
church porch food bank and 
lending library continue to be 
replenished whenever the need 
arises. Good Samaritans volunteer 
to pick up groceries and 
medications for anyone in town 
who needs that service. To date we 
have raised $210 towards the 
$250 pledge we made to buy 50 
boxes of undeliverable girls scout 
cookies and deliver them to 
various ecumenical soup kitchens 
and food pantries in Wheeling. 
Thanks to the efforts of Temple 
Shalom, spearheaded by Bethany 
College’s baccalaureate speaker, 
Rabbi Joshua Lief, we were able to 
help provide a sweet treat for 
some very deserving neighbors. 
Whew! We have been busy! 

 
The two elders and two children 
we adopted through Global 

Ministries are residents of Family 
Village Farm in Vellore, India. 
With the onset of the covid 
pandemic, Kings Matriculation 
School was closed and any 
children with parents who could 
be found were sent home. Because 
one of our children, Chinna Appu 
R, was found roaming the streets, 
chances are that Chinna is still 
being cared for on the farm, along 
with elders Mrs. Ganesan and Mr. 
Topgay and his wife. If you want 
to read more about what the Farm 
is doing to prevent the spread of 
the virus, you can go to this site. 
https://www.globalministries.org
/family_village_farm 
 
Many of you have been to First 
Christian Church in Wilkinsburg, 
PA. Their pastor, The Rev. Janet 
Hellner-Burris reports that 
Wilkinsburg is peaceful and that 
they are praying for a way forward 
for us all. We have offered to work 
alongside our friends in 
Wilkinsburg in whatever ways we 
can. 
 

 
 
 
 

Outreach efforts in the time of Covid 
and Anti-Racism Protests 

 
by [Article Author] 

 

https://www.globalministries.org/family_village_farm
https://www.globalministries.org/family_village_farm
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Just ask Ellen Sanford. 

In a period of just over 30 days, she was 
blessed with the birth of three great-
grandchildren. 

On April 28, 2020, Anna Carolyn was born to 
Will and Lynette Haizlett. Will is the son of Jim 
and JoEllen (Sanford) Haizlett. Most of you 
know that JoEllen is one of Ellen’s four 
children. 

Just a tad over a month later, on May 29th, 
baby Julian James was born to Ben and Karen 
Haizlett. Ben’s parents are Jim and JoEllen. 

On that same day, May 29th, Zack and Jennie 
Ryan, welcomed baby Benjamin Michael. 
Jennie is the daughter of Steve and Ann 
(Sanford) Paull. And Ann is Ellen Sanford’s 
daughter. 

Ellen has four children, 1o grandchildren, and 
now 8 great grandchildren. 

Ellen says she is grateful to the Lord that each 
of the babies was born healthy. She was 
somewhat worried during the last trimesters 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. As of 
yet, she has only gotten an “across the porch” 
look at one new great-grandchild, but is 
looking forward to meeting and embracing 
them all. 

On a side note, Ellen expressed how happy she 
was that she has been able to view BMC 
worship services on Facebook Live. She was 
thrilled to learn these services will continue. 

BMC congratulates Ellen, her children, her 
grandchildren, and welcome her new great-
grandchildren. 
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Sometimes decisions are made and it just doesn’t 
feel right.  My grandfather used to say, “before you 
seal the deal, always sleep on it.”  Often, in the 
morning, things seem different or more lucid.  If 
we wait long enough, the inner voice theoretically 
emerges and whispers “the right stuff.”  Some 
might refer to this as having a conscience. In many 
cases, other people interfere with our train of 
thought and persuade us to deviate from what we 
know we should do or, on the other hand, guide us 
into the correct direction. But ultimately, it’s a 
personal thing and we have to live with our 
decisions and actions. 
 
A few months ago, I contracted a company to do an 
asphalt paving job. The crew consisted of five men, 
one of whom was an African-American gentleman 
named James. They worked throughout the 
morning and as noontime approached a discussion 
developed about what food items to order for 
lunch.  At that point several of the crew members 
started joking with James suggesting that he might 
want “fried chicken” and “watermelon.”   
I took a deep breath and looked down at the 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

The Inner Voice 
by Herb Weaver 

ground shaking my head in disbelief.  Eventually I 
looked up and caught the eyes of James.  He too 
was shaking his head, but I also detected other 
remnants of body language.  In my mind he was 
saying, “don’t rock the boat because I’ve got to 
work with these guys.” It seemed like this type of 
behavior wasn’t anything new to James but my 
inner voice was speaking differently to me…telling 
me to say something, but I didn’t listen.  I did 
nothing.  The rest of the day the message from 
Dante, or JFK, or somebody, rang in my head… 
“There’s a special place in hell for those who stood 
by while injustice occurred and did nothing.” 
 
This may seem like a small injustice compared to 
the events that are happening in our country right 
now but I’m not sure there’s a measurement 
system for injustice. It either “is” or “is not.”  As 
the job ended, the crew turned off all their 
equipment as I thanked them for a “job well done” 
and I walked over to James and shook his hand.  
It was hardly enough.  Nothing can change the 
fact that I did not listen to my inner voice.   
 

Cancelled. This word has become part of our 
everyday vocabulary during the Coid-19 pandemic. 
Most of us have missed out on something, be it a 
local festival,  a planned vacation, or even a job. 

Every Fall, the WV Disciple Women host a retreat 
bringing biblical testimonies, spiritual singing, and 
invitations to feast with other Disciples women. In 
these days of social distancing, it was felt that any 
attempt to host the event this year would result in a  

retreat in solitude rather than in community. A 
sorrow-filled decision was made to cancel.The WV 
Disciples Women’s Cabinet met with Regional 
Minister Thad Allen to discuss alternative ways of 
bringing Disciples women together while being 
apart. Jennifer Allen, President, and Ann Hamm, 
Worship Director, are organizing prayer partners. 
Recognizing that prayer is a must, women will be 
paired to be each other’s strength and companion 
through prayer. Each month, participants will be 
given suggested scriptures and materials to work 
through together by whatever means of 
communication that works best. 

If you are interested in this unique opportunity, 
email Jennifer Allen at jrheaallen@yahoo.com.  

 

“LISTEN FOR GOD’S VOICE IN EVERYTHING YOU DO, EVERYWHERE YOU GO. GOD IS 
THE ONE WHO WILL KEEP YOU ON TRACK.” 

PROVERBS 3:6 THE MESSAGE BIBLE 

mailto:jrheaallen@yahoo.com
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Therefore…pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. – James 5:16                                                                           

 

 Perry Jones, Jr 

 Xenyiah Pickens 

 Della and Ed Rogers (Parents of Vicki 
NeCastro) 

 Gary and Vonnie Larson 

 Bob and Jackie Andrews 

 Barb Stevenson  

 Linda Jacobs (sister of Jan Forsty) 

 Nancy Pietrangelo (sister of Penny Tittle) 

 Mike Cunningham (Sydma’s Dad) and 
Dottie Hanners 

 Jeffrey Yost 

 Shana Hatzopoulos 

 Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat 
Sutherland) 

 Holly Cramblet Bowman 
 

 

 Caden Knisley 

 Joanne Sykes 

 Ellen Sanford 

 Ruth Tye 

 Frank Hillgardner, father of Holly 
Hillgardner 

 Mary Jane Jackson 

 Donna Norman (sister of Becky Ayers) 

 Dottie Smith 

 Linda Owens Walters 

 Holly Cramblet Bowman 

 Sharon Poyneer (sister of Vonnie Larson) 

 Mary Sutherland (sister of Pat 
Sutherland) 

 Holly Cramblet Bowman 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Prayer List 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

-Ephesians 2:10 

June 1 – Carol Grimes (B) 

June 3 – Herb and Anita Weaver (1978) 

June 4 - Larry and Carol Grimes (1966) 

June 12 – Sharon Watkins (B) 

June 13 – Richard and Sarah West (2015) 

June 14 – Helen Moren (B) 

 

 

June 18 – Eden Rice (B) 

June 26 – Mary Jane Jackson (B) 

July 2 – Gary and Vonnie Larson (1960) 

July 3 – Lloyd “Peanut” Van Horn 

July 13 – Michael Thayer 
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Laura Cramblet Comment on 
the May Newsletter 

“There was also a typhoid outbreak either during a 
year in the late 50’s or early 60s in Bethany. It was in 
late summer and the college students were not 
allowed to return to college for several weeks. At the 
time, our water resource was the Buffalo Creek. I 
remember it being a drought year...water was scarce 
and covered with flies. (Soon after a water pipeline 
was dug from the Ohio River to Bethany and the 
residents of Bethany had “Wheeling Water” for the 
first time.) All the residents of Bethany lined up for 
their typhoid shot, given to us at the Masonic Temple. 
I believe Mrs. Sykes was one of the nurses, but not 
100% sure. The line was blocks long. The shot hurt, 
made us sick, and our arms were sore as all get out. I 
remember the six Cramblet girls sitting is our family 
room moaning, groaning and complaining while 
Mom, who was also experiencing the same 
reactions,  was in the kitchen making dinner 
and setting the table, not one complaint.” 
 

 


